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Society Information 

OFFICE BEARERS, 1983-84. 

Elections at the Annual General Meeting in August resulted in the election 
of the following Society office-bearers: 

President ULcheZ Rzymond 

Vice-Presidents Robert HLUtc.hi.nion 
Atari LantLii 

Secretary/Treasurer Andrew Simpson 

Editor John Wade. 

Committee Gnaham Cox 
Kevin Fahy 
John Hou&tonz 
Shan. J ante 
Jan Rumizy 

The auction following the AGM was extremely successful this year as well 
as great fun. All present were grateful for the amusing way the auction was 
conducted by our Honorary Auctioneer, Jonathan Alford. Many thanks to Jon, 
and James R Lawson Pty Ltd for their efforts and support. 

NEXT MEETINGS 

On October 6th, Josef Lebovic, proprietor of the Josef Lebovic Gallery at 
29A Oxford Street, Paddington, will talk about Australian Photography. 
Josef's current exhibition is "Historic Sydney 1790-1840 (closes 22 October). 

The December meeting - an informal Christmas gathering - will be held on 
1st December. All meetings commence at 7-30 pm in the rooms of James R 
Lawson Pty Ltd, 212 Cumberland Street, The Rocks, NSW, telephone (02) 
241 3^11. 

APOLOGY 

Your Editor apologises for not having an Editorial with this issue. He has, 
however, been rather busy with two jobs lately and craves indulgence. Thanks 
to all of you who responded to the call for articles for the Newsletter, and 
keep them coming. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

4 AUGUST, 1983 

There was no event this year like the Society's Exhibition last year of 
"Sydney's Colonial Craftsmen. Nevertheless, a good many activities have 
been held this year which have provided a varied series of activities for 
members. 

HLUtc.hi.nion
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This year saw us move our meeting place to the rooms of James R Lawson Pty 
Limited in Cumberland Street, The Rocks, a convenient and central location 
for many members. I should like to take this opportunity to thank the Board 
of James R Lawson Pty Limited for so generously making the rooms available 
and for all their past, and I am sure, future support of the Society. 

Looking back over this year's events, we have certainly had a full programme; 
a rare visit to Kirribilli House, Terry Lane as special guest lecturer at 
the Society's Australia Day Dinner, a picnic at Vaucluse House, a special 
packed meeting which changed our constitution, and an evening at Home with 
a Collector together with our usual range of interesting and always expert 
guest lectures. I should also like to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who organised activities for members during the year as well as our 
guest lecturers, Mike Darlow, Edgar Penzig, Joan Kerr and Peter Timms for 
their excellent talks which provided much interest and stimulus to the 
members and without which the continuing interest of the members in the 
Society would be difficult to sustain. 

In conclusion, I should like to thank all the Committee for their help 
during the past year and especially Andrew Simpson for his difficult job 
as Secretary and Treasurer and John Houstone as custodian and provider of 
refreshments at Society1 meetings. A special thanks is also due to our 
editor, John Wade, whose indefatigabi1ity and energy continues to produce 
our magazine four times a year despite the "desperate search" for 
contributors from time to time. 

Lastly, I should like to thank all the members for their support during the 
past year without which there would be no Society and I look forward to your 
continued support for the coming year. 

I thank you al1. 

Michel. Htymond 
President. 

>9a^o^a^s^o^i^99s^a^a^o9»»M^«««««««49«««^t«««««*a«^«a«e' 

ADVERTISING in the NEWSLETTER 
MEMBERS MAY PLACE "FOR SALE" OR "WANTED" 

ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE SOCIETY'S NEWSLETTER 

Rates, for camera-ready artwork, are as follows: 

Full p a g e $ 0 £ half p a g e $ j 2 quarter p a g e $ 7 

&*&»tr*ar*ar»»*ar*a&ai*ar*tta&3&**Kj^s<i^^ 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE 1983 

INCOME 

Subscriptions 
Auction Income 
Australia Day Dinner 
Vaucluse House Picnic 
Kirribilli House Open Day 
Newsletter Sales 
Raffle 
Private House Visit 
Bank Interest 

Sub Total 
Bank Balance as at 1/7/82 

Total 

Surplus of income over expenditure = $252.90 

I certify that I have examined and fully audited the vouchers, records and 
account books of the Society. They have been balanced and reconciled and 
constitute a true and correct statement of Income and Expenditure for the 
year ended June 30th, 1983. 

A SJjmp&on 
Treasurer 

$2126 

1274 
1123 
87 
540 
54 
139 
120 
46. 

$5509. 
1286. 

16 

16 
92 

EXPENDITURE 

Newsletter Production 
Auction Expenditure 
Australia Day Dinner Costs 
Vaucluse House Entry 
Kirribilli House Costs 
Australia Post 
Stationary & Printing 
Refreshments 
Subscriptions 
Bank Charges 
Government Tax 

Sub-Total 
Bank Balance at 30/6/83 

$6796.08 Total 

$2169.50 
1113.30 
1043-50 
45 
107 
534.59 
123.62 
105 
7.50 
5 
2.25 

$5256.26 
1539.82 

$6796.08 

-ooOoo— 

Sir, 

I desire to find out some information concerning the old Tivoli Vaudeville 
Theatre which operated in Castlereagh Street, Sydney, from 1900 to 1929 on 
the site which was later the Embassy picture theatre. I refer to the 
original Tivoli Theatre, not the Haymarket Tivoli which operated later. 

Through the New South Wales Mitchell Library and the City of Sydney Public 
Library, I have ascertained that the old Tivoli (also known as the Garrick) 
was destroyed by fire on 12 September 1899 and was rebuilt and reopened on 
12 April 1900. 
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The architects for the rebuilding were Backhouse and Backhouse - my uncles. 
Ross Thome's Theatre Buildings in Australia to 1905", University of Sydney, 
Architectural Research Foundation, 1971, pages 208-9 Volume 1 and pages 42-3 
Volume 2 (Q725.8/1A1 -2 Mitchell Library Ref Bks) records that the 
"proscenium head is supported by ornamental scrolls and entablature, and 
the front panel is occupied by a painting from the brush of Mr Nerli, who 
was specially commissioned to execute this work, together with two small 
panels for the boxes, each about four feet square". 

I have in safekeeping elsewhere three genuine Nerli paintings (authenticated 
by the Art Gallery of NSW) which I believe are the original presentations 
done by Nerli for the larger final work. 

The reason for this enquiry then is that I am most anxious to try and 
establish definitely the details of the Nerli paintings in the rebuilt 
Tivoli and if possible to obtain copies of any photographs or sketches 
of them which may have been published so as to compare them with the 
paintings I have. 

Enquiries have been made of the following organisations, so far without 
being able to definitely resolve this matter:-

* Royal Australian Historical Society; 
* National Trust of Australia (NSW); 
* Sydney Opera House; 
* Royal Australian Institute of Architects, NSW Chapter; 
* Architectural Research Foundation, University of Sydney; 
* Australian National Gallery. 

I would be greatly appreciative if you could assist me with any further 
information you may be able to locate in this regard or alternatively you 
may be able to direct me to an appropriate reference source. 

Mrs B W Robinson, 
78/15 Spit Road, 
Mosman, NSW, 2088. 
August 3, 1983. 

Sir, 

In response to our Editor's change of policy from desperate plea to dictator's 
command, I would like to write about a facet of Australiana which I have not 
see mentioned in our Newsletter. 

Some three years ago when Dubbo's only picture theatre was closed "Merrilea" 
Farm Museum was offerred the 1928 projection equipment, as well as record 
cutting machine and hundreds of advertising slides made between 1938 and 
1955. These slides form a social history of Dubbo and represent an art 
form which has passed away. Their lettering and wording is completely different 
from that used today and even shows a change in attitude and a maturing of 
style in those 17 years.. 

Do any other members collect slides? 

Barbara Bel 1, 
Merrilea Farm Museum, 
Dubbo, NSW, 2830. 
August 1, 1983. 
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Australiana News 

ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE 

The Australian Society for Historical Archaeology will be holding its third 
annual conference on October 1*t-15 in Sydney, on the theme of "Archaeological 
Excavation on Australian Historic Sites". It will include results of recent 
excavations and the use of scientific techniques in the interpretation, 
recording and analysis of archaeological deposits. 

Sites to be discussed are First Government House in Sydney; wool scours at 
Tibooburra in outback NSW; the 1828 settlement at Corinella in Western Port 
Bay, Port Fairy; and Queen Street Melbourne in Victoria. The conference 
fee, including refreshments and lunch on the Saturday is $25. Register with 
the Secretary, ASHA, Box 220, Holme Building, University of Sydney, 2006. 
The telephone number is (02) 692 2763. 

NSW ANTIQUE DEALERS FAIR 

The 20th Antique Dealer's Fair moves to a new venue, the Sydney Entertainment 
Centre in the Haymarket. The special opening is on Wednesday October 5, and 
the Fair is open for the next three days from 11 am to 9 pm, and on Sunday 
from 10 am to 6 pm. Admission charge is $3. 

CORRECTION 

Juliana Hooper has asked us to make it clear that the "carved kangaroo has 
never been on display or offered for sale at Hoopers or Hoppers". Our 
apologies for the incorrect statement in the Newsletter (July issue, page 
13). It was illustrated in the April issue. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN POTTERY 

Geoff and Kerrie Ford collect marked domestic pottery from their home 
state, South Australia. For the SA sesquicentenary in 1986, they are going 
to mount an exhibition of marked examples of South Australian domestic 
pottery, and have been researching the history of potteries such as those 
of Koster and Bennett. They can be contacted at Box 237, Unley, SA, 5061. 

FLAGSTAFF AT OBSERVATORY HILL? 

For 11A years - from 1825 until 1939 - a signal station operated on the wall 
of Fort Phillip on Observatory Hill, Sydney. The building, constructed in 
1848, still stands there. It was the centre of communications between the 
city and the sea, with outposts at South Head in one direction and Old 
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Government House, Parramatta, in the other. 

The major method of communication was by means of flags - Royal Navy type 
signal flags flown from a pair of flagstaffs (hence the old name, Flagstaff 
Hill). It has been suggested that one of these flagstaffs should be restored. 
Several are available and could be re-erected on this site. 

The scheme is being canvassed by well-known vezi1lologist John Vaughan. 
Another proposal for which John is seeking support is to establish an 
annual Australian Flag Day on September 3rd, to commemorate the day the 
national flag was first flown in 1901 atop the Exhibition Buildings, 
Melbourne. 

YOUR TASMANIAN HOLIDAY, NUMBER ONE, 

Adult Education in Tasmania has again arranged a series of interesting 
summer schools in January 1984, recommended by those who have been to 
previous schools. All enrolments and enquiries should be -ent to Adult 
Education, Council Chambers, Campbell Town Tasmania, 7210, telephone 
(003) 81 1283 

Here are the Details:-

(a) HISTORIC BUILDINGS OF THE NORTHERN MIDLANDS 

Saturday 7th January to Saturday 14th January, 1984. 

Di rector: Nigel Bills 

Tutor: G Hawley Stancombe, a well-known historian, writer, and interesting 
personality provides comments, stories and local history on each trip. 

Venue: The Grange, Campbell Town, a Tudor Gothic type building with two or 
three beds per bedroom. 

Fee: $220 covers full accommodation, bus hire, lectures and transport back 
to the Launceston Airport or the City of Launceston. 
For an extra $84, bed and breakfast is available at a nearby hotel, (other 
meals at The Grange). If you wish to stay at the hotel please say so in your 
application form and include the extra amount in your payment to us. 

Deposit $60. 

Being the twentieth annual Historic Buildings Summer School, the calibre 
of this course is well proven. Moreover, students return time and again to 
participate. 

The schools are so popular that early enrolment is strongly recommended. 
Based at The Grange, actually living in a delightful National Trust build­
ing, the participants travel by bus each day to a large number and variety 
of historic buildings and bridges in the Northern Midlands. On some evenings 
lecturers visit the school and provide information on a variety of subjects 
tied to the theme of the week. On one evening we will dine in an historic inn 
and enjoy a French meal. 

Detailed notes about the places to be visited are issued to all participants. 
A book list is sent to everyone who enrols. 
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(b) HISTORIC BUILDINGS OF SOUTHERN TASMANIA 

5 pm Saturday lAth January to 9 am Saturday 21st January. 

Leaders: George and Isabel Burrows and panel. 

Venue: Jane Franklin University College, 6 Elboden Street, South Hobart. 
Most rooms are singles. 

Tuition Fee: $165 (concession fee $150) covers tuition, bus hire and entry 
fees. In addition, students will pay the college for their own accommodation 
and meals at the end of their stay, (approx. $126 for bed and breakfast, 
lunches and two evening meals). Other evening meals will be at restaurants/ 
pubs to be decided. Membership limit 25. Enrolments should be sent before 
the end of November. 

Be prepared for a very intensive course involving excursions each day by bus 
and on foot, visiting a large number and variety of historic buildings such 
as barracks, churches, old inns, prisons, water mills, bridges, museums, and 
private homes associated with the early settlement of Southern Tasmania , 
and Hobart Town in particular. 

As well as visits in and around the city, long trips into the country will 
include historic buildings in Tasmania's picturesque countryside, small homes, 
oast-houses, barns and inns of the Derwent Valley, famous for its hopfields; 
the historic townships of Bothwell, Pontville, Kempton and Richmond with 
its beautiful homes and the oldest bridge in Australia. The penal settlements 
of Richmond, Port Arthur, and Saltwater River will delight the lover of 
history and architecture alike. These illustrate the dramatic comparison 
between the gracious living and the penal servitude so much a part of the 
early days of Van Diemen's Land. 

(c) EXPLORING THE EAST COAST 

5 pm Tuesday 2i(th January to 3 pm Tuesday 31st January. 

Director: Gordon Coward 

Leaders: Bruce Davis, Jack Thwaites, Peter Allnutt, and Fred Duncan. 

Venue: Swansea School. 

Tuition Fee: $75 (concession fee $65). In addition, students must pay for 
their own living expenses (see below). Membership limit 2k. 

A rare chance to explore the landscape and learn about the history and 
botany of the east coast under the guidance of expert bushwalkers and 
raconteurs. Applicants should be reasonably fit and able to walk along bush 
tracks for k - 5 hours. 

It is anticipated that there will be walks along the Douglas River, along 
the convict road near the Prosser River south of Rheban to Cockle Bay, and 
in the German Town and Wineglass Bay areas. There will also be a day tour 
of National Trust classified buildings. 

To keep expenses to a minimum, students will be able to camp in the Swansea 
School and old principal's residence nearby (mattresses and sleeping bags 
will be needed). Bathing facilities are very limited, however. 

Students will prepare their own breakfasts in the old Home Arts room, cut 
or buy their lunches, and buy their evening meals in the local pub or cafe. 
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SIMPSON'S ANTIQUES 
Fine Colonial Furniture 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Australian cedar cot, c.1845, original castors and finish 
price $1250 

'Glanville' 
39-41 Wemyss St., Marrickville 2204 

Tel: (02)569 0211 
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Some, however, may wish to arrange alternative accommodation. 

Students will also be required to use their own cars although some 
sharing should be possible. 

An information sheet and detailed program is available on enrolment - or 
phone (002) 30 3^5. 

YOUR TASMANIAN HOLIDAY, NUMBER TWO 

Th Port Arthur conservation project requires archaeological volunteers and 
paid archaeological assistants to undertake field work during January and 
February 198̂ t. Investigations will be carried out on the Commandant's 
Residence and other sites prior to commencement of conservation works. The 
archaeological works programme includes archaeological excavation, 
architectural and photographic recording, fabric sampling and processing 
of archaeological artefacts. 

These positions will be advertised soon in The Weekend Australian and The 
Mercury. Individuals with previous experience, training and skills in 
archaeological excavation, drafting and drawing, photography, and/or 
materials conservation are invited to apply. 

L J HARVEY EXHIBITION OPENS IN BRISBANE 

An exhibition of some of the finest work of Queensland sculptor and potter 
L J Harvey will be on view at the Queensland Art Gallery from September 23 
unti1 October 23. 

"L J Harvey and His School" focuses on the contribution made by Harvey to 
Queensland and Australian art. The exhibition, which will highlight Harvey's 
influence on the arts and crafts in Queensland for almost 50 years will be 
the highlight of the visual arts programme at this year's Warana Festival. 

The Queensland Art Gallery Director, Mr Raoul Mellish said the exhibition 
would mark the start of continuing research into the history of artistic 
development in Queensland. 

"Artists like L J Harvey, and many important names of the last century were 
pioneers," he said. "Given Queensland's historic isolation they worked in a 
virtual artistic outpost. Now enough time has passed for us to make 
retrospective assessments of their work and place them in a proper context." 

L J Harvey was born in England in 1871 and at the age of three he emigrated 
with his family to Australia. His first job was as a telegram boy in Brisbane 
and according to his family, he used to whittle on wood with a penknife in 
his spare time. 

He was a prolific reader and self-taught artist. As a result of his developing 
talent in wood carving, he opened a furniture-making business in George Street 
before the turn of the century. He closed the business in 1913 to concentrate 
on teaching. 

From 1902 Harvey taught modelling and carving part-time at the old Central 
Technical College and in 1916 he began teaching full-time, and is believed 
to have been Australia's first teacher of art pottery. 
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He retired from the Technical College (now included in the Queensland 
Institute of Technology complex) in 1939. However, he immediately opened 
his own art and craft school in Horsham House in Adelaide Street and 
continued teaching until his death in 1949 

Curator of decorative arts at the Queensland Art Gallery, Mr Glenn Cooke 
has spent the past twelve months researching the project with the assistance 
of Ms Deborah Edwards, Assistant Curator of Australian Art. Their efforts 
will result in the Gallery's first national touring exhibition of the works 
of a Queensland artist. 

"Over nearly 50 years Harvey taught hundreds of people and was undoubtedly 
an early influence on some of our better-known artists," Mr Cooke said. 

"Daphne Mayo, well known for her work on the Brisbane City Hall was introduced 
to her art by Harvey. So were sculptors William Bowles, Ralph Walker and Kath 
Shi 11am. However it was Harvey's pottery teaching that had the greatest 
influence." 

Harvey occasionally exhibited his work in Sydney, and also was represented 
at the Franco-British Exhibition in 1908, at the British Empire Exhibition 
in 192*1 and at another British Empire Exhibition in 1938. However he was 
little known outside Queensland and only a few art critics of the time 
recognised the value of his work. 

William Moore, who wrote the first history of art in Australia - The Story 
of Australian Art, published in 193'*, commented that Harvey had "never been 
adequately recognised in his own State." 

The exhibition comprises over 300 works by Harvey and his students and 
provides a fascinating insight into a community of artists who followed 
the art and craft tradition in their own unique decorative style. 

After this year's Warana Festival, "L J Harvey and His School" will tour 
Queensland and southern states under the sponsorship of Anaconda Australia, 
a subsidiary of Atlantic Richfield Company of the United States, a mineral 
and energy group with a long recognised association with the arts in North 
America. The Queensland Art Gallery gratefully acknowledges the assistance 
of the Crafts Board of the Australia Council in the presentation of this 
exhibi tion. 

The exhibition catalogue will be 112 pages with 85 black and white and 22 
colour illustrations. 

PICTURES OF SYDNEY 

Next show at Sydney's S H Ervin Museum will be views of Sydney in oils, 
watercolours and engravings, drawn from the State Library, the Ervin Museum 
and private collectors. The exhibition opens on October 7 and closes on 
November 6. 

A special section of the exhibition will be devoted to views of Phillip's 
Government House, built in 1788-9 and demolished in 1845, which is currently 
being excavated by a team of archaeologists led by Ann Bickford. Views of 
the building have been very helpful to historians and archaeologists in 
reconstructing the various building phases carried out by the succession 
of Governors who lived there, and who were perennially concerned with 


